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Congressional Documents. 
ARREST OF LT. B. BRAGG, 3p ARTILLERY. 





War Department, March 28, 1844. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of a resolution, adopted yesterday by the House of 
Representatives, directing me to “ report an order or 
letter sent by the Adjutant General to Lieut. Braxton 
Bragg, of the United States army, on or about the 
20th day of March, instant;” and also requiring 
from this Department certain information in refer. 
ence to that order, and the arrest of Lieut. Bragg, as 
well as the subsequent proceedings taken against 
that officer by the Commanding General of the army. 

In compliance with the call thus made upon me, 
I transmit herewith copies of all the papers on file in 
this Department which relate to the several branches 
of the above resolution, and upon which I am direct- 
ed to furnish information. 

On the 18th or 19th inst. the Commanding Gene- 
ral laid before me the proceedings of a meeting of 
the officers of the 4th regiment of artillery, held at 
Fort Monroe on the 7th inst. for the purpose “of tak- 
ing into consideration the propriety of sending a de- 
legate to Washington to attend to their interests,” 
Notwithstanding the officers of this regiment had 
concluded it was inexpedient to send a delegate to 
Washington, my attention was, at the same time, 
called to the probability that other regiments might 
have deputed such delegations. In the remarks en- 
dorsed on those proceedings, dated the 19th instant, 
this Department intended to convey its sense of the 
impropriety of the practice of officers of the army or- 
ganizing themselves for the purpose of discussing 
military regulations or measures before Congress, 
and agitating the question of sending officers from 
their posts and duties to attend as delegates at the 
seat of Government, and at the same time to mark 
with its most decided censure any case in which this 
organization had actually led to the appointing and 
sending of such delegates. The course to be pursued 
in carrying these intentions into effect were, however, 
left to the discretion and judgment of the Command. 
ing General. On my application to this officer, he 
has just informed me that the “ supposition” of Lieut. 
Bragg being a delegate was predicated upon facts 
which casually came to his knowledge, but through. 
no distinctly official source, and which, he thinks, 
have been fully sustained and corroborated by the 
conduct and letter of Lieut. Bragg himself. Placing 
full reliance in the military experience and sagacity 
of the Commanding General, tho course he has pur- 
sued in this case for maintaining subordination and 
discipline received and carries with it my full appro- 
bation. So profound was his regard for the privileges 
of the House of Representatives, and so cautious was 


he that no military order emanating from the Adju- 
tant General’s office should even interfere with the 
personal wishes or convenience of gentlemen of that 
body, that in the order of the 20th instant, for the 
return forthwith of Lieut. Bragg to his duties, it is 
expressly provided not to take effect if Lieut. Bragg 
should “be under the summons of a committee of 
Congress or under examination by some such com- 
mittee.” 

I beg Icave to express the belief that the accompa. 
nying papers will show to the House that Lieutenant 
Bragg was not arrested for remaining in Washington 
when in attendance before a committee of the House. 
He was not arrested until after the time he had him. 
self reported that he would be discharged from at- 
tendance on the committee; nor was he ordered to 
leave Washington before the time he had also him. 
self appointed for his departure. 

Iam somewhat embarrassed as to the manner in 
which I shall notice the last clause of the resolution. 
It requires me to inform the House “ whether the 
proceedings against Lieut. Bragg were not induced 
by the fears or suspicions of the Major General com- 
manding-in.chief of information said Lieut. Bragg 
was supposed to be imparting to committees or mem- 
bers of the House.” 

The avowed causes for the arrest will be seen in 
the charges and specifications preferred against Lieut 
Bragg. 

I have no knowledge whatever of the existence or 
influence of any such fears or suspicions. My 
knowledge of the high and honorable character and 
gallant and faithful services to his country of the 
Commanding General of the army, would promptly 
forbid my entertaining for a moment the slightest 
suspicion of his being actuated by motives so unwor- 
thy, and so totally incompatible with the tenor of 
his whole military life. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WILLIAM WILKINS, 
Seeretary of War. 
Hon. Joun W. Jones, 


Speaker House of Representatives. 


Fort Monrog, (Va.,) March 7, 1844. 


Genera: At a meeting of the officers of the 4th 
regiment of artillery, held at this post for the purpose 
of taking into consideration the propriety of sending 
a delegate to Washington to attend to their interests, 
the undersigned, their committee, were directed to 
express the unanimous conviction of the officers of 
the 4th artillery present, ‘that in the Commander. 
in-Chief of the Army they already possessed the best 
of delegates, one who had always shown himself 
ready to defend the rights and promote the best in- 





terests of the service; that they are fully satisfied 
that no efforts will be spared to ward off the threat. 
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most obedient servants, 
F. 8S. BELTON, Major 4th Artry. 
JOHN MONROE, Bt. Major 4th Art’ry. 
HARVEY BROWN, Bt, Maj. 4th Art’ry. 
ALEX. E. SHIRAS, Ist Lieut. 4th Artry. 
GEO. W. RAINS, 2d Lieut. 4th Artry. 
To Maj. Gen, Winrie.p Scort, 
Commanding in.Chief U, S, Army. 





[ Endorsement of the Secretary of War on the fore- 
going letter.| 
War Derartrment, March 19, 1844. | 

Sir: “ The rights and interests of the service” will | 
always find ample security in the attention of the: 
President, of yourself, aud of the head of this De-' 
partment. However proper may have been the ‘‘una- | 
nimous conviction” of the officers of the 4th artillery, | 

xpressed as within at their meeting, yet I cannot ap-, 
prove any measures adopted by the officers of the | 
Army for the purpose of sending delegates to Wash- 

ington to attend Congress, either for the purpose, 
of “warding off” or promoting any particular action 
touching their organization, Sometimes the personal 
attendance of officers from a distance inay be requir- | 
ed by the Department to communicate necessary and 
important information. In such cases orders through 
you will justity their presence. 

If any otticers of the Army aro now here in the) 
capacity of delegates, you will please to order them | 
to return to their duties. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. WILKINS, 
Secretary of War. | 


Major General Scorr, 
Commanding the Ariny 
Apjurant GENERAL’s Oprice, 
Washington, March 20, 1344. 
Sir: On the supposition that you are in this city as| 


sent the interests of your regiment or grade in con- | 
nection with measures before Congress, or expected | 
to be brought forward in that honorable body, the 
General-in-chief has received the instructions of the 
Executive, through the War Department, to order 
you forthwith to return to your post or duties, unless, 
indeed, you suould be under the summons of a com. 
mittee of Congress, or under an examination by 
soine such coimunittee. 

if the above supposition be incorrect, you will 
report the fact for consideration at general head- 
quarters. 

i am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. JONES, Adjt. Gen. 
First Lieut. Braxton Brace, 
3d Artillery, Washington. 





Wasuincron, March 20, 1844. 

Sir: In reply to your letter of tne 20th instant, 
ealling for certuin supposed facts connected with my 
presence in tis city, L have tac honor to enclose you 
a copy of an order granting me leave of absence, 
which has not yet expired; and also to inform you 
that [I had iutended leaving here on the morning of 
the 22d for my post, unless detained by some untore- 
seen occurrence, 

{ take great pleasure in stating that I shall never 
fail, either here or elsewhere, to sustain, to the utmost 
of wy abilities, what I conceive to be the interest of 
my regiment and grade; and I must acknowledge 





the honor done me in supposing I am the delegated 
argan ot either. 








As 1 am in doubt as to the intention of your ‘etter, 
please inform me whether I am‘te consider it as ay 
order to rejoin my post. 
I am, sir, &c., ; 
BRAX’N BRAGG, 
1st Lieut. 3d Artillery. 
To Gen. R. Jones, 
Adjutant General U. S. Army. 
Copy of order enclosed in Lieutenant Bragg’s letter 
of March 20, 1844. 
Sreciat Orpers, No. 7. 
Heapaquarters, 8ta Mitirary Department, 
Fort Moultrie, (S. C.,) Feb. 29, 1844. 
Leave of absence for thirty days, from March 1, 
is granted to First Lieutenant B. Bragg, 3d artille- 
ry; at the expiration of which he will rejoin his 
company. 
By order of Brigadier General Armisreap: 
W. A, BROWNE, 
Lieut. 3d Artillery, A. A, A. G. 





Wasuinoron, March 21, 1844. 
Sir: [have the honor to inform you that, in obe- 
dieuce to tne enclosed order, the Sergeant-at-Arms 
of the House of Representatives has this day served 
on me a summons to attend as a witness before the 

“Committee on Public Expenditures.” 

Upon a reconsideration of your letter of yesterday, 

I had determined to leave this city as soon as practi- 

cable, and must now request your instructions, the 

order of the Executive having terminated my leave. 
I am, sir, most respectfully, ~ 
BRAX’N BRAGG, 
First Lieutenant 3d Artillery. 
To Gen. R. Jones, 
Adjutant General U.S. A. 

(Copy of the summons served upon Lieut. Bragg by 
the Sergeant-ut-Arms of the House of Representa. 
tives, referred to in his letter of March 21, 1844.) 

House or Representatives, 
Washington, March 21, 1844. 
Sin: You are hereby required to summon Lieut. 


va delegate, formally or informally deputed, to repre. Braxton Bragg, of the U. 8. artillery, to appear and 


testify before the Committee of the said House on 
Public Expenditures, on Friday, the 22d instant, at 
9 o'clock, A. M. 
By order of the committee : 
JAMES G. CLINTON, Chairman, 
To Newton Lang, Esq., 
Sergeant-at-Arms House of Representatives. 





House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, March 21, 1844. 

Sir: In several conversations with Lieutenant 
James Duncan, of the United States artillery, coin 
menced at my own instance, from my knowledge of 
his having served in the Florida war, I became con- 
vinced that his testimony would be material in a mat- 
ter referred by the House to the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, and mentioned to Mr, Duncan that 
the committee would wish to avail themselves of some 
knowledge he could impart. This morning Mr. 


-Duncan informs me that he has received a letter 


from you, which he construes as an order to return 
to his post, predicated upon a supposition that he was 
in the city upon some business relating to the army 
considered improper. Some time since, I was direct- 
ed by the committee to have Lieutenant Duncan, and 
also Lieutenant B. Bragg, [summoned,] relative to 
some matters connected with an expedition in Flori- 
da, and not at all connected with any grade of offi- 
cers in the army, and only delayed having the sub- 
paenas served because the committee had not arrived 
at a point where their testimony would come in place. 
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I write you this note to explain why the subpenas 
are served so lately as to-day upon those gentlemen, 
and.to request that you willexonerate them from any 
improper interference in army matters, so far as the 
knowledge of our committee extends, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAS. G. CLINTON, 
Chairman Com. on Pub, Ex. H.R. 
Gen. R, Jones, Adjt. Gen. U. S. A. 





ApsutTant GeNnerAv’s OrFice, 
Washington, March 22, 1844. 
Sir: In reply to your report of yesterday’s date, 
the General-in-chief directs that, as soon as your at- 
tendance on the committee of Congress before which 
you have been summoned to appear shall be dis. 
pensed with, you will report the fact, and await fur- 
ther instructions froin this office. 
[ am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjt. Gen. 
To Ist Lieut. Braxton Braaa, 
3d ‘Artillery, Washington. 





Wasuineaton, March 25, 1844. 
Sin: Having been intormed by the chairman of 
the “Committee on Public Expenditures” that I may 
consider myself as discharged from further attend- 
ance on said committee from and after to-morrow 
;morning, [ have the honor to report for orders, in 
obedience to instructions from your office. Iam 
anxious to rejoin my company, and desire to leave 
here on the morning of the 27th. 
I am, sir, &c., 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 
lst Lieut. 3d Artillery. 
Gen. R. Jones, Adjt. Gen. U. S. A. 





ApsuTanT GENERAL’s Orrice, 
Washington, March 26, 1844. 
Sin: I am directed by Major General Scott, com- 
manding the army, to say to you that, from the re. 
ceipt of this note, you will consider yourself in arrest, 
and that, by the train of cars hence for Baltimore to. 
morrow morning, you will proceed, without delay, 


via that city and the Chesapeake bay, to Fort Mon. | 
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*ApjuTantT GeneRaw’s OrFice, 
“ Washington, March 20, 1844. 

‘Sir: On the supposition that you are in this city 
as a delegate, formally or informally deputed, to re- 
present the interests of your regiment or grade in 
connection with measures before Congress, er ex- 
pected to be brought forward in that honorable body, 
the General-in-chief has received the instructions of 
the Executive, through the War Department, to or- 
der you forthwith to return to your post or duties, 
unless, indeed, you should be under the summons of a 
committee of Congress, or under an examination by 
some such comunittee, 

If the above supposition be incorrect, you will 
report the fact for consideration at general head- 
quarters. 

‘I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

“R, JONES, Adjt. Gen. 
“To First Lieut. Braxton Brace, 
«3d Artillery, Washington.” 


Yet the said Lieutenant Bragg did fail to obey the 
instructions and orders contained in the foregoing 
letter—that is, did fail to leave the said city forth. 
with, the same evening or early next morning, or, in 
default thereof, did fail to report, as required by said 
letter, that he was not present in the said city as “a 
delegate, forinally or informally, deputed to represent 
the interest of his regiment or grade,” or to report 
that he was under an examination by some commit- 
tee of Congress, or under a summons with a view to 
such an examination; one or other of which acts he, 
the said Lieut. Bragg, was bound to do under the 
requirements of said letter. _ 

Cuarce Seconp. Behaving with contempt and 
disrespect towards his commanding officers: [6th 
article of war.] 

Srecirication. In this: that the said Ist Lieu- 
tenant B. Bragg, in reply to the instructions con- 
tained in the letter set forth under the first or pre- 
ceding charge from the Adjutant General of the 
Army, did write and send the following letter, viz: 


** Wasuineton, March 20, 1844, 
‘Sir: In reply to your letter of the 2Uth instant, 
calling for certain supposed facts connected with my 


roe. On your arrival there, you will report yourself | Presence in this city, I have the honor to enclose you 
as in arrest, limited to the United States grounds, and | 2 COPY of an order granting me a leave of absence, 
wait for the general court martial, to be early ap-| Which has not yet expired, and also to inform you 
pointed for your trial on certain charges which will | that I had intended leaving here on the morning of 








be preferred against you. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. JONES, 
Adjutant General. 
Lieut. Braxton Brace, 
3d Artillery, Washington, D.C. 

Nore.—You will please make a written acknowl. 

edgement of this letter as soon as it is received. 





Wasuinaton, March 26, 1844, 
4 v’clock, P. M, 
Sir: Your letter of this date has just been receiv- 
ed, and I have the honor to inform you that [ shall 
proceed in obedience to your instructions. | 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 
BRAX’N BRAGG, 
lst Lieut. 3d Artillery. 
To Gen. R. Jongs, 
Adjt. Gea. U. S. A., Washington. 





Charges against First Lieut. B. Bragg, 3d Art. 

Cuaree First. Disobedience of orders: (9th ar- 
ticle of war.] 

Specizication. In this; that he, First Lieutenant 
Braxton Bragg, of the United States 3d Regiment of 
Artillery, having, at or about 3 o’clock, P. M., on 
the 29th of March, 1844, received at Washington. 
D. C., the following letter frou the Adjutant General 
of tha Army, viz : 








the 22d for my post, unless detained by some unfore- 
seen occurrence. 
“I take great pleasure in stating that I shall never 


| fail, either here or elsewhere, to sustain, to the ut- 


most of my abilities, what | conceive to be the interest 
of my regiment and grade; and I must acknowledge 
the honor done me in supposing I am the delegated 
organ of either. 

‘‘As I am in doubt as to the intention of your let- 


| ter, please inform me whether I am to consider it as 


an order to rejoin my post. 
‘¢T am, sir, &c., BRAXTON BRAGG, 


“let Lieutenant 3d Artillery. 
“To Gen. R. Jones, Adj. Gen, l, U. S. A, 


Which letter, taken in connection with that to 
which it replies, is, in its whole tenor, and particu- 
larly in its second and third paragraphs, highly dis- 
respectful and contemptuous toward the President of 
the United States and the Commanding General of 
the Army, his, the said Lieut. Bragg’s, commanding 
officers, and in whose name the said letter from the 
Adjutant General, set forth under the first or preced- 
ing charge, had beem written and delivered to the 
said Lieutenant Bragg. : 

By command of the General-in-chief : 

S.C. RIDGELY, 
ist Lieut. 4th Artillery, Judge Advocate. 

March 27, 1844. 
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Vational Institute. 


~ NOTICE OF A BALLISTIC PENDULUM, 


ERECTED AT WASHINGTON ARSENAL, UN- 
DER THE DIRECTION OF CAPTAIN ALFRED 
MORDECAI, OF THE ORDNANCE DEPART- 
MENT. 








READ BEFORE THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE, APRIL 3, 1844. 


A description of the apparatus which is the sub. 
ject of this notice, will.be appropriately introduced 
by a brief account of the object of its construction 
and the history of its invention and gradual improve. 
ment. 

« A knowledge of the velocity with which a milita- 
ry projectile moves at any moment of its flight is 
obviously of the first importance in the determina. 
tion of all inquiries relative to the etfects of such 
projectiles; if we know the law of the resistance of 
the air to the motion of such a body, its velocity in 
any part of its course may be deduced from its initial 
velocity, or that with which it is animated at the 
commencement of its flight, The knowledge of this 
initial velocity is therefore of the utmost consequence 
in practical gunnery, for it not only aids us in esti- 
mating the range of a ball and the force with which 
it strikes an obstacle, but it also enables us to com. 
pare the effects of firing balls of different calibers 
and weights, from guns of various lengths and forms ; 
the effects of different degrees of windage, of differ- 
ent modes of loading, &c; the relative advantages 
of different kinds of composition and different modes 
of working, in the manufacture of gunpowder; and 
it affords the best possible means of proving the 
strength of powder. The problem of determining 
the initial velocity of military projectiles, has ac- 
cordingly engaged the attention of several distin- 
guished mathematicians and philosophers, and differ- 
ent methods have been proposed for effecting a prac- 
tical solution of the question. Of these methods, 
the most accurate and the most convenient in prac. 
tice is that invented by Mr. Benjamin Robins, an 
account of which was first published by him in 1742, 
The machine for this purpose is founded, to use the 
author’s own words, ‘*On this simple axiom of me. 
chanics: That if a body in motion strikes on another 
at rest, and they are not separated after the stroke, 
but move on with one common motion, then that com. 
mon motion is equal to the motion with which the first 
body moved before the stroke ; whence, if that com. 
mon motion and the. masses of the two bodies are 
known, the motion of the first body before the stroke 
is thence determined. Hence then, if a heavy 
body, greatly exceeding the weight of the bullet 
whose velocity is wanted, be suspended so that it 
may vibrate freely on an axis, in the manner of a 
pendulum, and the bullet impinges on it when it is 
at rest, the velocity of the pendulum after the stroke 
will be easily known by the extent of its vibration; 
and from thence, and the known relation of the 
weight of the bullet, and the pendulum, and the posi- 
tion of the axis of oscillation [and the point of im- 





pact,) the velocity with which the bullet impinges 
will be determined.” The machine’ constructed on 
this principle has received the name of Batuistic 
PENDULUM. 4 

The pendulum with which Robdins’s experiments 
were made was constructed on a small scale, being 
designed only to receive the impact of musket balls, 
weighing about one twelfth of a pound, but the re- 
sults of these experiments were so interesting and 
satisfactory that the publication of them attracted 
the immediate attention of the scientific world, as 
leading the way to a development of the true theory 
of the motion of projectiles in a resisting medium ; 
for besides the practical determination of the initial 
velocity of balls, this method offered the means of 
Giscovering the law of the resistance of the air to bo- 
dies moving with great velocities; since, by placing 
the pendulum at various distances from the piece, the 
velocity of the ball in different parts of its course 
could be determined and the resistance which it had 
encountered, in passing through a certain space of 
air, could be thence deduced. 

Robins’s work was commented on by Euler, and 
was translated into French by Lombard ; his experi- 
menis were repeated by D’Arcy and by Benjamin 
Thompson, afterwards Count Rumford. In 1775, 
Dr. Hutton, professor of mathematics in the Roya! 
Military Academy at Woolwich, prosecuted these 
experiments with a ballistic pendulum on a larger 
scale, capable of sustaining the shock of balls of 
nearly three pounds weight, and a few years subse. 
quently his machinery was still further enlarged and 
perfected, under the patronage of the Master Gene- 
ral of the Ordnance ; with these improved means 
the course of experiments was very much extended 
during the years 1783, 1784, 1785, 1787, 1788, 1789, 
1791, &c., and the caliber of the guns used was 
carried up to that ofa six-pounder. In order to 
ascertain the effect of the powder on the gun, and to 
obtain the means of determining the velocity of the 
ball by the recoil of the piece, the gun was, in these 
experiments, sus pended like the pendulum block, 
and it isin this form that the machinery has been 
since employed. 

Hutton published a full and minute account of 
his experiments, accompanied by a mathematica! dis- 
cussion of the practical principles to be derived from 
them, and this work has been ever considered of the 
highest authority on the subjects of which it treats, 
In the year 1815, Dr. Gregory, the successor of Hut- 
ton in the mathematical chair at the Royal Military 
Academy, made experiments with a pendulum on a 
still larger sc ale than Hutton’s, capable even of sus- 
taining the impact of a 24.pounder ball when fired 
with moderate charges in proportion to the weight 
of the ball. In all these pe ndulums the block which 
received the stroke of the ball was made of wood. 
Besides the inconve nience of being subject to a 
change of form and of weight by seasoning, or by 
variations in the state of the atmosphere with regard 
to heat and moisture, these wooden blocks were soon 
destroyed by the balls and were with difficulty re- 
newed, so that in using guns of large caliber, exten- 





sive repairs were required at almost every shot, and 
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not more than four or five rounds therefore could be 
fired in a day. In 1826, Mr. Maguin, an inspector 
of powder for the French naval service, wishing to 
make some experiments on several kinds of gunpow- 
der, procured authority to erect a ballistic pendulum 
at the powder works of Esquerdes, and to obviate 
the inconveniences resulting from the use of wood, 
he made the pendulum block of bronze, with a cavi- 
ty to contain a core of baked clay which was to re- 
ceive the impact of the ball and which could be rea- 
dily renewed at every fire. This pendulum was 
made sufficiently strong and heavy to sustain the 
shock of a 32 pounder ball fired with a charge of one. 
third of its weight, and in 1832, 1833, 1834, and 
1835, many experiments were made with guns of 
that caliber, as well as with 12-p ounders and other; 
the gun was in these experiments, as in Hutton’s, 
also suspended as a pendulum. 

In 1836, it was determined by the War Depart- 
ment of France to erect one of these large pendu- 
iums at Metz, for the use of a board of officers ap- 
pointed to make experiments and investigations in 
practical gunnery, and also forthe use of the powder 
works at Metz in proving gunpowder ; the construc. 
tion of this apparatus was entrusted to two distin- 
guished officers of Artillery, Captains Piobert and 
Morin, professors in the school of application for the 
engineers and artillery at Metz. In order to avoid 
the expense attending the use of bronze as a mate. 
rial for the pendulum block, these gentlemen deter- 
mined, after suitable experiments, to make a pendu- 
lum block of cast iron; they improved and simpli- 
fied the arrangements of the machinery, and the 
result of their labors was so successful that a trial of 
the apparatus suggested but slight modifications in 
the pendulums which were afterwards constructed 
for the use of other powder works in France. 

* Drawings anda description of these ,pendulums 
were procured in France. by a member of the well 
known firm of powder manufacturers, Messrs. E. J. 
Du Pont & Co., of Delaware, and were communi- 
cated to the United States Ordnance Department in 
1839. At the suggestion of the Ordnance Board, 
Mr. Poinsett, the President of the National Institute, 
who was then Secretary of War, authorized the in- 
sertion, in the ordnance estimates, of a sum to cover 


the expense of erecting similar machines for the use: 


of the Department, and on his recommendation, 
funds for the purpose were granted by Congress. 
The machines were made in the autumn of 1842, at 
West Point foundry, and they were erected the sub. 
sequent spring at the arsenal in Washington. 

The principal conditions which were to be fulfil- 
led in the arrangement of this apparatus are : 

1. That the pendulum block should be of sufficient 
strength and weight to sustain the shock of balls of 
large caliber, moving with great velocity, since it 
was proposed to make use habitually of a twenty-four 
pounder gun, and even of a thirty-two pounder in 
some experiments. 

2. That the core or part of the block which receives 
the impact of the ball should be susceptible of being 
easily renewed at each fire. 

3. That the frame of the gun pendulum should be 
capable of receiving guns of various calibers. 





4. That the necessary arrangements should be 
made for adjusting the height of the centre of oscil- 
lation, so as to prevent the shock from being trans- 
ferred to the axis of motion. 

5. That the adjustment of the apparatus should 
not be liable to be sensibly disturbed by hygrometric 
changes in the state of the atmosphere. 9 

To fulfil these conditions the pendulums are con- 
structed in the following manner: 

The pendulum block is a mass of cast iron in the 
form of a frustrum of acone with a hemispherical 
bottom; it has a cavity corresponding in form with 
the exterior of the block, and designed to contain a 
core of sand which receives the impact of the ball. 
In order to insure the requisite strength, the block 
is hooped with bands of wrought iron, which are 
shrunk on it and made to fit closely to the surface 
of the block. 

The sand for filling the cavity of the block may 
be contained in wooden barrels prepared beforehand, 
or in leather cases, which may be refilled after being 
used. When this core has been placed in the block, 
the mouth of it is partly closed by an iron plate hav- 
ing an opening in the centre, for the passage of the 
ball, and this opening is again covered by a sheet of 
lead in which the ball makes a well defined hole that 
serves to mark the exact position of the point of 
impact. 

This block is suspended by means of two pairs of 
very strong iron straps, which are made to fit in two 
shoulders near the front and rear of the block; the 
straps are connected with the block and with each 
other by a system of bolts and braces forming a very 
strong and stiff frame, and they terminate at the up- 
per end in collars, which are fitted to the ends of an 
iron shaft about eight feet long, placed in a direction 
perpendicular to the axis of the block. This shaft 
terminates at each end in a knife-edge, made of har- 
dened steel, by which the pendulum hangs; these 
knife-edges rest in V’s, also of hard steel, which are 
adapted to cast iron chairs resting on the tops of two 
cut-stone piers, which sustain the whole apparatus. 

The axis of the pendulum block, where the ball is 
designed to strike, is at the distance of 195 inches 
(about sixteen feet) from the knife-edges of the 
shaft, and it is therefore necessary that the centre of 
oscillation (or centre of percugsion) of the pendulum 
should be also at that distance from the axis; or in 
other words, that the pendulum should perform its 
vibrations in the same time as a simple pendulum of 
195 inches in length. In order to effect this adjust- 
ment means are provided for placing additional 
weights on the frame above or below the pendulum 
block, according as the centre of oscillation requires 
to be raised or lowered; these weights being move- 
able on the horizontal bolts which support them, serve 
also to adjust the position of the centre of gravity of 
the system, so that when the pendulum is at rest, the 
axis of the block shall be horizontal. 

The are of vibration of the pendulum is measured 
on a brass limb of nearly twenty feet radius, which 
is firmly set on stone posts, under the centre of’ the 
pendulum; an index attached to the lower part of 
the pendulumframe strikes a slider, which moves on 
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this limb and which is retained in its place, at the 
end of the vibration, by the pressure of a slight 
spring. The limb is set in such a manner that when 
the index is at zero, the axis of the pendulum block is 
horizontal. 

The whole apparatus is protected from the weather 
by a wooden shed, which is provided with large open- 
ings, to prevent injury from the concussion produced 
by the blast of the gun. © 

The gun pendulum is constructed in all respects 
like the ballistic pendulum, from which it differs 
only in the size of the collars that receive the gun. 
The two guns which have thus far been used in the 
experiments, having been made for the purpose, are 
furnished with projecting shoulders cast on them, to 
receive the collars of the suspension straps, but guns 
of the ordinary form may be attached to the frame 
by having suitable collars fitted on the trunnions, 
with shoulders for the straps of the frame to fit in. 

The shafts of the two pendulums are placed at the 
distance of 55 feet apurt, which makes the distance 
between the muzzle of the gun and the face of the 
pendulum block about 47 feet; it was found by pre- 
vious trial that at this distance the motion of the 
pendulum block would not be sensibly affected by 
the blast of the gun, but in order to protect the pen. 
dulum still more from this cause of error, a strong 
screen of oak plank is interposed between it and the 
gun, having a hole in it, one foot in diameter, for the 
passage of the shot. 


In order to adjust the shafts of the two pendulums | 


in a parallel direction, a long needle is attached to 
the middle of each shaft, perpendicular to its axis, 


The results obtained by firing equal charges of 
powder and ball are, in general, remarkably uniform; 
when the weight, windage of the ball, and other cir- 
cumstances are as nearly as practicable the same, 
the results of two successive charges often differ not 
more than one or two feet, in a velocity of 1500 or 
1600, and this difference rarely exceeds one-sixtieth 
part of the whole velocity. , 

Nine men are required for the prompt and regular 
service of the two pendulums, and with this force the 
gun can be fired four times in an hour. 

The pendulums were completed and reported ready 
for use early in May, 1843, when a programme of 
the first course of experiments was arranged, but the 
interference of other duties during the last year pre- 
vanted the regular prosecution of those experiments. 

The principal object of this first course of experi- 
ments, which have been resumed this spring, is to 
compare the strength of various kinds of gunpow- 
der, from different manufactories, which have been 
received for the ‘military service, and also of other 
experimental powders, differing from each other : 

In the proportions of their ingredients ; 

In the mode of manufacture or incorporation of 
the materials ; 

In the degree of compression used in forming the 
cake from which the grain is made ; 

In the size of the grain, &c. 

By this comparison and by the examination of the 
different kinds of gunpowder with reference to other 
important properties, besides its strength, a conclu- 
sion may be formed as to the kind of powder best 
adapted for the military service, and a standard of 
' proof, by means of the ballistic pendulum, may be 
adopted, for powder to be hereafter procured. But 
an accurate, portable instrument for proving the 





and from the ends of these needles are suspended four 


plumb lines which will all hang in the same planc | 
when the shafts are parallel to each other. 


The weight of the ballistic pendulum ready for use 


is about 11,700 pounds, and that of the gun pendu-| 


lum, with a 32.pounder gun mounted, about 11,100 
pounds; notwithstanding these enormous weights, 
the pendulums move with so little friction on their 
axes that when they are set in motion through an arc 
of about 12° they, will continue to oscillate for more 
than 24 hours. 

The 32-pounder gun fired with a charge of one-third 
the weight of the shot causes the gun pendulum to 
recoil about 22° and moves the pendulum block 
about 13°; but although the apparatus has been sub. 
jected successfully to this severe test, it is not pro- 
posed to use such a charge often, as with this charge 
the sand driven before the ball becomes compressed 
into a solid mass and there is danger that the shock 


strength of powder will still be requisite in service ; 
therefore the indications of the ballistic pendulum 
will, in the course of these experiments, be compared 
with those of several different kinds of powder eprou- 
vettes used in the military service of this and other 
countries, and should none of these be found to offer 
satisfactory results, the trial of them may perhaps 
lead to the suggestion of an instrument more accurate 
than those now employed, § 

In the course of the experiments on different kind 
of gunpowder, besides determining the initial velo- 
cities imparted to balls by various charges of the se- 
veral kinds of powder actually used in service, inves- 
tigations will be made as to the effects : 

Of different degrees of windage ; 
| Of balls of different weights or densities ; 
| Of different modes of loading the gun; 
| Of the use of percussion powder for firing the 
charge, &c., &c. 
| When circumstances permit, it will be interesting 
‘and useful hereafter, to extend the experiments to 
‘guns of other calibers and kinds, and of different 
lengths from those which have been first mounted 





of so heavy a ball moving with this great velocity, if| for use with the pendulum, 


often repeated, might break the block. It is design. 


This course of experiments has been’commenced, 


ed to make experiments principally with the 24-poun. | 28 before stated, but sufficient progress has not yet 


_ der and inferior calibers. 


been made to authorize a definitive statement ol’ the 


| results. 


The accuracy of direetion of the ball is perfectly | As the indications of the strength of powder which 
satisfactory; the average distance from the axis of| may.be furnished by guns of large caliber will not, in 


the pendulum block to the point struck by the centre 
of the ball, in a series of 91 rounds, fired with the 
24-pounder gun, was only one-eighth of an inch, and 
this deviation from the axis was in one instance only 
greater than seven-eighths of an inch, and that in. 
stance was in firing a ball with very great windage. 


all probability, apply to powder for use in small arms, 
a musket pendulum has been constructed, on the 
same principle as the cannon pendulum, for the pur- 
pose of making, with small arms, investigations simi- 
lar to those above mentioned. with regard to cannon. 
This machine is just completed and no experiments 





hare yet been made with it, ® 
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THE LATE COMMODORE EDMUND PEN- 
DLETON KENNEDY, U. S, NAVY. 


Commodore Kennedy was born in Dorchester 
county, on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, on the 
99d February, 1779, and was of one of the most 
respectable families of that State. When very young, 
hardly more than fifteen years of age, being of an 
enterprizing and adventurous spirit, he ran away from 
home and joined the merchant service on the 17th of | 
March, 1794, and made several voyages previous to | 
the early part of ’98, when he made a voyage with 
Captain Flagg to South America. This gentleman, 
having been appointed a Lieutenant in the Navy, 
carried young Kennedy with him on board the John 
Adams as an ordinary seamen, where he remained five 
or six months in the capacity of captain of the fore 
top, when he was appointed a Midshipman by Capt. 
Cross, On his arrival at Charleston in 1801, being 
obliged to quit the Navy, with most of the officers, 
in consequence of the peace establishment, he re- 
joined the merchant service as mate of a ship bound 
to Holland, Capt. Prince. On his return he made a. 
voyage to Philadelphia in the Ship Packet, Capt. | 
Giardiner, whence he sailed as Mate, under Capt. 





‘and returned in 1808. 
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brig F enldie 12 guns, Oe Earle, Smimninih mu ’ 
tined for New Orleans, with Capt. J. D. Henley, 
Major Cammack of the Marines, and other officers, 
and a detachment of Marines‘on board for the Or- 
leans station. About this time he was sent by Com- 
modore Shaw and General Wilkinson across Lake 
Ponchartrain into Lake Morapaw and River Amitie 
to Bookster’s landing, to make inquiries concerning 
Col. Burr’s movements in that quarter. On his re- 
turn from this duty he joined the Franklin and sail- 
ed for Washington, where he arrived in 1806°7. But 


returning to New Orleans almost immediately, in 


the same vessel, under command of Capt. Weather- 


‘shandt, he received orders from Commodore Shaw 
ito proceed in a gun boat and survey the coast from 


the Bayo St. John in Lake Ponchartrain along the 
coast and rivers as high up as the Etoonbiggbeo or 
Mobile River Head, Fort Confederation and the To- 
gan intothe Creek nation, which he did satisfactorily, 
He was then ordered to the 
Astra Bomb of 12 guns, Capt. Joseph Bainbridge, in 
which he sailed for Washington, taking Major Cam- 
mack, and the other officers as passengers, with a 
detachment of Marines. In 1809 he was ordered by 
the Secretary of the Navy as Ist Lieutenant of the 





Pictin, for the West Indies, in the schooner Maria,!cutter rigged vessel, the Ferrat, 12 guns, Capt. 
and returned to New York in the brig Eliza and |Gadsden—being still an Acting Lieutenant only, 
Mary, as Commander, the brig belonging to Butler | while the 2d Lieutenant, Mr. Geddis, was a commis. 
and Wheeler. After which he made a voyage as | sioned Lieutenant in the service. After a cruise on 
mate in an English ship bound to Nova Scotia and |the southern coast this vessel put into Norfolk’ in 
St. David’s Straits, and from thence to the West In- | '1810, where she was fitted as a brig and sailed again 





ies again, where he was pressed on board a British | for the southern coast, cruising off Sapili and Flori- 


Man-of.War, the frigate Amphion, from which he (da, and returning to Norfolk he was ordered as Ist 
effected his escape and arrived at Philadelphia, some- Lieutenant of the Gosport Navy Yard, by the Secre- 
time in 1802 or ‘3, in the brig Polly, Capt. Lord. In | tary of the Navy—thence he was ordered to the Ist 
1803, however, at the instigation of Lieutenants | Lieutenant of the Enterprize, 12 guns, Capt. Blake- 
Spence and Maxwell, the latter of whom had been a | ly, on the southern station—from her to the com- 
messmate of his on board the John Adams, he again | mand of the schooner Nonsuch in 1812—from her 
entered the Navy as Gunner’s Mate on board the U. to the U.S. frigate Constellation, Capt. Gordon— 
S. brig Lynx, Capt. Stewart, with fair promises from | f;9m her to the command ‘of the Potomac flotilla, 
the officers that they would use their influence to get and from that command, in 1813,to Lake Erie, with 
him advanced, in consideration of his former services, officers and recruits for that station, under the com- 
and that they would inform his friends and relatives mand of Commodore Arthur Sinelair. Upon his 
of his situation. He was in all the attacks upon, | “arrival he was ordered by Commodore Sinclair to fit 
and at the bombardment of Tripoli, a volunteer in! ont the Detroit and Queen Charlotte, sloops of war, 
the destruction of the frigate Philadelphia in that | as also the Lawrence and Gun Boats, &c., and was 
harbor, and was blown up in the attack upon the | ‘appointed to the command of the Lower Lake Erie 
batteries on the 4th August, 1804 ; for his gallantry to co.operate with General Brown, afterwards with 
and coolness on which occasion he was promoted _ General Hampton and Gaines, Commodore Sinclair 
after the action to a Midshipman by Capt. Stewart, | icruising in the Upper Lakes taking Lieutenant 





(now Commodore Stewart,) and in 1838 received aj 
splendid sword from the State of Maryland, At 
Syracuse he was transferred to the Essex frigate, and 
again, in Carthage Bay, he was transferred to the 
Constitution, under the command, in both ships, of 
Commodore Stewart. In 1805 he returned home to 
the Washington Yard, and received his warrant, 
through the hands of Capt. Stewart, after which he 
néver acted as a Midshipman, but was immediately 
appointed Acting Lieutenant, by the Secretary of 
the Navy, with orders to the frigate New York then 
lying at Washington. This ship having been put 
out of commission, he was furloughed for six months, 
after which he was ordered as Ist Lieutenant to the 





| the brig Brazilian for London. 


Woodhouse with him in a small craft. In 1814 he 
was ordered to report to Commodore Perry for the 
command of one of the brigs belonging to his flying 
squadron, but having received a short leave from him 
at New York to make a visit home, before it expired 
peace was proclaimed between Great Britain and the 
United States. In 1815 ‘he received .a furlough to 
make an East India voyage and took’ command of 
He votuxned in 1816 
and was ordered to Malaga with dispatches for Mr. 
Irvin, in 1817 in the store ship Geo. Long, bound 
for Mahon. At Gibraltar he went on board the U. 
S. ship Alert, Capt. Stewart, for Malaga and evon- 
tually took passage in her for Mahon, where he re- 
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ceived his commission as Commander and was order- 
ed by Commander Chauncey to the command of 
sloop Alert—and returned in her to the United 
States, during the same year, having on board a 
number of sick officers, seamen, marines, &c., and 
those seamen whose terms of service had expired. 
In 1818 he was appointed Captain of the Navy 
Yard, Gosport. In ’19, ’20, and part of 21, he was 
recruiting by order of the Department. During ’22 
and ’23, he was on leave, (sick,) and in’24 and '25 
in command of the sloop-of-war Hornet actively 
cruising. In ’28 and ’29 in command of the ordina- 
ry, Gosport. In 1830, he was ordered to the frigate 
Brandywine, (September.) In October, he sailed 
for the Mediterranean, and upon his arrival at Mahon 
was transferred tothe frigate Java. In her he ran 
down the coast of Africa, and anchored in the harbor 
of Port Praya, island of St. Jago, Cape de Verd 
group—arrived at Monroeville, Cape Messurado 1831, 
in the West Indies in ’°32, and thence home to the 
United States. In 1835, ’6, °7, he was in command 
of the East India and Asiatic Squadrons, and part 
of’37, for about six months, in command of the Pacific 
Squadron, making a successful cruise round the 
world, and was relieved by Commander Ballard in 
the ship-of-the-line North Carolina. In ’38 he was 
appointed to the Ordnance, and in ’42 received the 
appointment of Port Captain of this station, having 
his flag on board the Pennsylvania 120, where it now 
floats at half mast.—Norfolk Beacon. R, 





GENERAL ORDER. 
Navy Department, March 30, 1844, 
As a mark of respect to the memory of Commo. 
dore Epmunp P. Kewnnepy, who died at Norfolk, Va., 
on the 20th inst., while in command as Port Captain 
at that station, the flags of the navy yards, stations, 
and vessels in commission, will be hoisted at half 
mast, and thirteen minute-guns fired at noon on the 
day after the receipt of this order, 
Officers of the Navy and Marine Corps will wear 
orape on the left arm for thirty days. 
J. ¥. MASON, 


ee ee 


Buriat or Commopore Kennepy.—The mortal re- 
mains of the late Commodore E. P. Kennepy were 
consigned to the tomb on Saturday afternoon, with 
the most distinguished testimonials of respect, as 
well from the citizens as the corps to which he be. 
louged. ‘The procession by which they were attend- 
ed was of unusual length: there were in it the cus- 
tomary attendance of the officers of the Army and 
Navy, (the former from Fortress Monroe,) the ma- 
rines, (a full company,) sailors and apprentices from 
the Pennsylvania; in addition to which there were 
the fine volunteer battalions of Norfolk and Ports. 
mouth ; the public authorities of the Borough, and 
a numerous attendance of citizens. The body was 
conveyed from the late residence of the deceased 
Commodore in Freemason St., through Granby, 
Main and Church streets to the Presbyterian Church, 
where an impressive and affecting discourse was de- 
livered by the Rey. Samuel J. Cassels, pastor of the 


Chureh, The procession then formed again, and 
minute guns, fired by the Norfolk Light Artillery 
Blues, told of its approach to the place of sepulture. 

The occasion strikingly manifested the attachment 
of our community to the deceased Commodore, who 
for thirty years has been recognised among us as a 
townsman, and whose excellent qualities had made 
every man his friend; and the feelings of all that 
large assemblage who met to honor him in death, 
told each one, that the community had lost a much 
valued member in the man whom they mourned.— 
Norfolk Herald, April 1. 





Court or Inquiry.—We understand that a court 
of inquiry has been ordered, at the instance of the 
Texan Chargé d’Affaires at Washington, to meet at 
Fort Leavenworth on the 2d of April, to inquire into 
the conduct of Captain St. George Cook, of the 
United States Dragoons, in the expedition to the Ar. 
kansas, last spring, for the protection of the Santa 
Fe traders. The investigation grows out of the cap- 
ture of Col. Snively’s party of Texans, and the power 
to capture and disarm that party. The court of in- 
quiry consists of Col. Kearney, Col, Vose, and Major 
Wharton.—St. Louis Rep. 





Miuitary Roap.—A party, consisting of an officer 
of the engineers, two officers of the 14th, two civil 
assistants, and twelve men, will start in a few days 
to explore the ground between Quebec and Halifax, 
for the purpose of marking out a line for the forma- 
tion of a grand military road of communication be- 
tween these places. ‘The imperial government has 
granted £1000 sterling, for the purpose of this sur- 
vey. ‘The work is intended to be carried into execu. 
tion as soon as practicable. This measure will be 
highly beneficial in opening out that portion of the 
province, and facilitating the carriage of the mails | 
and transport of produce.—Halifax Times. 





Forr Kent.—We are happy to learn that a com. 
pany of United States troops has been again ordered 
to Fort Kent, on the St. John’s river, in Maine. Our 
readers will remember that at the late session of the 
Legislature of this Commonwealth resolves were 
passed, requesting the Governor to represent to the 
President the importance of reversing the order by 
which that garrison had been withdrawn by the War 
Department.—Bosion Atlas. 





TO MARINERS, 

Port Natat.—The bar at the entrance of Port 
Natal having been farther thrown out, and a new 
channel formed more to the northward, Lt. Nourse, 
R.N., has had fresh marks put up, under the Bluff, 
for the guidance of vessels entering the port, viz.:— 
A Diamond Grating placed among the rocks at low 
water mark ; and another, a rock painted black and 
white, at the back of it, distant about 100 yards, 
bearing SW. by S. In the channel there is at this 
date, not less than 17 feet water at high water, spring 
tides.— Port Natal, Dec. 2, 1843, 
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HIGH SCHOOL OBSERVATORY, | 
Puitapevpuia, April 2d, 1844, 


To JoszrH R, Cuanpier, Esy.—Dear Sir: I send 
you the result of the computations of Professor Ken- 
dall, and his assistants, Mr. Downes and Mr. Hub. 
bard, relative to the comet discovered on the 22d of 
November last, in Orion, by Mr. Faye, of the Paris 
Observatory. 

Your readers will remember that this comet was 
rediscovered at Yale College on the 27th of Decem- 
ber, by Mr. Hubbard, who is now contributing liis 
voluntary aid in the labors of the High School Ob. 
servatory. 

The orbit of this heavenly hody has been compu- 
ted from the Paris observation of November 25, 
1843, the mean of the Berlin and Hamburg observa- | 
tions of December 17th, and the Philadelphia obser- 
vation of January 24th. 

The method employed was that of Gauss, and the 
result was an orbit with a period of 6 years 10 1-5 
months, The particulars are subjoined. ‘The lon. 
gitudes refer to the mean equinox of Dec, 17th. 

Perihelion Passage, October 26d.074955 m.t. 
Greenwich. 





Longitude of Perihelion, 54° 48’ 58” 7 
Do. Ascending Node, 208° 6 36” 3 
Inclination, ° ° - il° §50”0 


Perihelion distance, - - 1.714396 
Eccentricity, - - - 0.5247541 
Angle of do. - - - 31° 39 6” 1 
Mean Distance, - d ‘ 3.607384 


Mean daily motion, direct, - 517 “8667 


These elements closely resemble those published by 
Gauss on the 2d day of January, from Mr. Gold- 
schmidt’s computations at Gottingen, and do not 
differ much from Faye’s second elements, published 
January 29th. Gauss makes the period 6 years 7 
months; Faye, 7 years 2 months. Professor Ken- 
dall’s are near the mean; his are derived from an 
interval of 61 days of observations, while those of 
Gauss include only 15 days, and those of Faye 49 
days. The agreement of these independent compu. 
tations establishes the general character of the orbit 
of this remarkable body, which holds a middle rank 
between the new Asteroids, and all the comets here. 
tofere known. ‘The orbits of the old planets are 
nearly circular; those of the Asteroids are flattened 
one fourth; that of this body one hali, while those 
of all the other comets are flattened more than four. 
fifths, of their mean distance. 

The asteroids, it is well known, served to complete 
ihe harmony in the distances of the principal plan- 
ets. This body supplies the connecting link between 
planets and comets, the latter of which it most re- 
sembles in its telescopic appearance ; though one of 
the asteroids, Ceres, is well known to be surrounded 
by a nebulous atmosphere. If the analogy of Hal- 
ley’s, Encke’s, Olbers’, and Gambarts’, comets is fol. 
towed, this should bear the name of Gauss, or Gold. 
schmidt, as the discoverer of its period. 


Yours respectfuily, 





SEARS C. WALKER. | 


WASHINGTON. 
THURSDAY, APRIL 11, 1844, 











Commodore Witit1am Compton Botton 
has been appointed by the Secretary of the Na- 
vy to the Command, as Port Captain, of all the 
forces afloat at the Norfolk station, which com- 
mand was recently made vacant by the death 
of Commodore Kennedy. In consequence of 
this appointment, Commodore Bolton request- 
ed the withdrawal of his nomination made to 
the Senate, by the President, as Chief of the 
Bureau of Construction, Equipment, and Re- 
pairs, 

Commodore Bolton visited the U. S. ship 
Pennsylvania on Monday last, on which occa- 
sion his broad pennant was hoisted and the 
usual salute fired. 





The following nominations have been con- 
firmed by the Senate: 


Commodore Cuar.es Morris, to be Chief 
of the Bureau of Construction, Equipment, and 
Repairs. 

Hiram Pav pine, to be a Captain in the 
Navy of the United States. 

Witu1am L. Howarp, to be a Commander 
in the Navy. 

TuEoporeE B.Barrettrand J. K. Mapison 
Muttany, to be Lieutenants in the Navy. 

Joun C. Patmer, to be a Snrgeon in the 
Navy from the 27th October, 1841. 

Tuomas Harris, of Pennsylvania, to be 

Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 
Rosert T. Barry, to bea Surgeon in the 


Navy. 





Home Squapron.—The brig Somers, Lieut. Com. 
West, sailed from Vera Cruz on the 22d ultimo for 
Pensacola, 

The brig Bainbridge, Com. J. Mattison, was at 
Vera Cruz at the same time, waiting the arrival of 
Gen. Thompson. 

MEDITERRANEAN Squavron. — The sloop.of-war 
Plymouth, Commander Henry, sailed from Boston on 
Tuesday, the 2d instant, for the Mediterranean 

East Inpia Squapron.—Sloop-of-war St. Louis, 
Commander Cocke, from Norfolk for the East In- 
dies, arrived at Cape Town, January 22d. 

Braziz Squapron,—Storeship Pioneer, Lt. Com. 
T. D. Shaw, sailed from Norfolk on Monday, the 
8th instant, for the coast of Brazil. 

The frigate Constitution, at Norfolk, will sail 
about the Ist of May for Rio. 

Arrican Squapron,—Storeship Consort, Lt, Com. 
H, Y. Purviance, twenty-nine days from Cape de 
Verds, arrived at Norfolk on Saturday, the 5th inst. 
Officers: Lieut. Com, H. Y. Purviance; Lieuts. E. 
L. Handy, E. C: Bowers; Acting Master, C. Sink. 
ler; Asst. Surgeon, N. H. Wright, Midshipmen, J. 
McFarland, D. R. Lambert, A. C, Rhind. 

The officers and crew of the African squadron were 
all in the enjoyment of tolerable health; the sick 
and hurt of the Macedonian were brought home in 
the Consort, 
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Proceedings in Congress. 
SENATE. 
Wepnespay, Marcu 27, 1844. 

Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, re. 
ported back without amendment, House bills making 
appropriations for certain fortifications of the United 
States for the year beginning on the first day of July 
1844, and ending on tie thirtieth day ot June, 1845; 
and for the support of the military academy at West 


Point, for the fiscal year ending the thirtieth day of 
June, 1845. 





Tuespay, Aprit 2, 

On motion by Mr. Evans, the previous orders of 
the day were postponed, and the bill from the House, 
making appropriations for the support of the Mili. 
tary Academy for the fiscal year commencing on 
the Ist July, 1844, and ending 30th June, 1845, was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, considered, 
reported to the Senate, read the third time, and 
passed, 

On motion by Mr. Evans, the bill from the House, 
making appropriations for certain fortifications of 
the United States for the fiscal year commencing 
the Ist July, 1844, and ending 30th June, 1845, was 
taken up asin committee of the whole, 

Mr. Sevier objected that the bill contained no ap- 


propriation for the forts on tie western frontier, and | 


it was passed over infurmally to allow an opportunity 
to move an ainendment to include those forts. 
Wepnespay, Apri 3, 

Mr. Breese remarked that, having been, unfortu- 
nately, out of his seat on the morning of yesterday, 
when the bill for the support of the military acade- 
my at West Point was passed, he had been deprived 
of the opportunity of caliing for the yeas and nays, 
and thus recording his vote against the passage of 
the bill. He stated that he was under instructions 
by the general assembly of his State tu give such a 
vote, and it entirely accorded with his own views to 
do so. He was opposed to the institution, and hoped 
the vote by which it was pussed would be reconsider- 
ed by the Senate. 

The vote was reconsidered ; and the question re- 
curring on the passage of the bill— 

Mr. Bucuanan said that he intended to vote for 
the passage of the bill; and he chose to piaee his 


vote upon the principle that an appropriation bill was | 
not the proper place to consider and discuss the pro. | 
priety of abolishing an institution which had so long | 
existed asthe Military Academy at West Point. We) 


provided by such bills merely for the appropriation 
of the muney necessary to carry into execution ex. 
isting laws; but when we desired to repeal or change 
these laws, we passed separate bills for this purpose. 
Should any bill come before the Senate for the pur- 
pose of repealing, modifying, or altering the laws 
establishing the Military Academy, he would come 
to the consideration of the subject with a mind per. 
fectly uncommitted by the vote which he intended 
to give upon the present occasion. 

Mr. Breese demanded the yeas and nays on the 
passage of the bill. They were ordered and taken, 
‘The result was: yeas 27, nays 11, 

So the bill was passed. 

‘The Senate resumed the consideration, as in com. 
mittee of the whole, of the bill making appropria- 
tions for fortifications for the fiscal year commenc- 
ing on the Ist July, 1844, and ending 30th June, 
1845. 

Mr. Sevier submitted the following amendment : 
To add to the appropriations, for Fort Smith, $30,- 
000: for Fort Gibson, $15,000; for Fort ‘Towson, 
$60,000. 

After some profatory remarks, Mr. S, explained 
the importance and necessity for this amendment, 
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He had shaped it in conformity with what he had 
observed to be the policy of the bill—to call for only 
about half the sums actually required. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Barrow .moved to substitute $55,000 for 
$40.000 in the appropriation for Fort Livingston, 
Grand Terre Island, Barratan Bay, Louisiana. 

After some discussion the question was taken, and 
resulted yeas 12, nays 17. Sothe amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. Barrow moved that an additional appropria- 
tion be made as follows: 

«* For completing the public buildings at Fort 
Jesup, $8,000.” 

This amendment was also rejected. 

The bill was reported back to the Senate; and 
the amendment made, on motion of Mr. Sevier, was 
concurred in. 

It was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading ; 
and at a subsequent stage of the proceedings the bill 
was read a third time, and passed. 





Tuurspay, Aprit 4. 
| Mr. Breese gave notice that he would on to.mor- 


‘row ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal all acts and 


parts of acts relating to the Military Academy at 


| West Point, New York. 


| On motion of Mr. Foster the previous orders were 


postponed, and the bill to establish a navy yard and 
depot at or adjacent to the city of Memphis on the 
| Mississippi, was taken up as in Committee of the 
‘Whole, the question pending being the substitute 
reported by the Committee on Naval Affairs, appro- 
priating $100,000 for the purchase of a site at Mem- 
phis, and the erection of the necessary buildings. 

Mr. Breese proposed to strike out all after the 
enacting clause, and to insert a provision appropria- 
ting $5,000 for a scientific survey of some point at 
or near the mouth of the Ohio river; of Memphis, 
Tennessee ; and of Natchez, Mississippi ; with a 

view to detertnine the most suitable place for estab- 
lishing a naval depot and yard. 

After considerable discussion, in which the merits 
of Memphis and Cairo principally were compared 
and contrasted, by Mr. Fosrer and Mr. Breese, the 
amendment of Mr. Breesk was modified so as to 
read ‘some suttable point on the Mississippi river 
for a dock yard and naval depot.” 

The bill was postponed till to-morrow. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, Marcu 26, 1844, 


In Committee of the Whole, the bill to repeal the 
,act of August, 1842, dismounting the second regi- 
‘ment of dragoons was taken up, the question being 
‘on the amendment proposed by Mr. Apams to strike 
out the whole bill, and insert the following, viz.: 
| from and after the first day of July next, the second 
regiment of dragoons shall be disbanded.” 

The bill was supported by Messrs. Cross, Jame- 
son, THomasson, and Doneée, on the ground of the 
absolute necessity of mounted troops in the presence 
of so large bodies of Indians «s are congregated upon 
the frontiers. 

Mr. Hate was in favor of reducing the expendi- 
tures of the military establishment, and moved that 
the further consideration of the bill be postponed. 

Mr. Apams was willing that the further considera- 
tion of the bill should be postponed until it had been 
decided what should be the amount of the army ap- 
propriation, 

Mr. Apams then withdrew the amendment, and 
the Committee rose and reported the bill; and upon 
the question of its passage the vote stoed, yeas 94, 
nays O68; so the bill was passed, 
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Mr. Curnton submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House a copy of an order or a letter 
sent by the adjutant general to Lieutenant Braxton 
Rragg of the United States army, on or about the 
20th day of March, instant, requiring him to return 
forthwith to his post, while Lieutenant Bragg was 
in the city of Washington, on an unexpired leave of 


absence ; and also to inform the House on what sup- | 


position that letter or order was.predicated ; and that 
the said Secretary also inform the House whether the 
said Lieutenant Bragg has been arrested; and, if so, 
upon what charges, and whether the proceedings 
ugainst him were not induced by the fears or suspi- 
cions of the major general commanding-in-chief of 
information said Lieutenant Bragg was supposed to 
be imparting to committees or members of this 
House; and the said Secretary inform tlie House 
whether the said Lieutenant Bragg was not arrested 
for remaining in Washington, when in attendance 
before a coinmittee of this House, after the adjutant 
general had been informed by the chairman of the 
committee that such was the case. 

Mr. DromGoote objected to the resolution. He 
thought this House should not undertake to supervise 
the military establishments of the country. 

Mr. Wetter said it was a question affecting the 
privilege of the House. 

Mr. Hunt hoped the resolution would not be 
adopted, as it contained imputations against the 
character of the major general which were com- 
pletely at variance with the character of that distin- 
guished officer. 

Mr. Houston said he did not understand the reso- 


lution as being of the character which the gentle-' 


man described, He thought it was a proper subject 
of inquiry. The resolution merely asked for infor- 
ination. He therefore demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

The demand for the previous question was second- 
ed, and the yeas and nays were called for, which, 
being taken, resulted, yeas 98, nays 63, 

So the resolution was adopted. 


: ‘ ; | 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, and took up the 
hill making appropriations for the support of the 
army for the fiscal year commencing the Ist of July, 
1844, and ending the 30th of June, 1845— 

The bill having been read through, 

The Cuair directed it to be read again by sec- 
tions, to allow opportunity of subinitting amend- 
ments, 

The first section being read, 

Mr. McKay submitted an amendment to insert 


in the third line, after the word ‘ appropriated,” the | 


words ‘in addition to the unexpended balances of 
former appropriations ;” which amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Jacos Prinkeruorr offered an amendment to 
come in at the eleventh line, as follows: ** Provided, 
That all the supernumerary officers belonging to or 
attached to the army on the 3d of July, 1844, shall 
be dismissed from the service, and that no supernu- 
merary officers be appointed or continued in service 
after that period.” 

Mr. B, afterwards modiSed his amendment, so as 
to alluw three months’ additional pay to those officers 
who should be dismissed, at the time of their dis. 
missal, 

The amendment was advocated by Messrs. Bain. 
KERHOFF, Seymour, Have, Bruack, Jacos ‘THompson, 
and Srewarr; and opposed by Mr. Joseru R. Ly. 
GERSOLL, Fish, and Scuenck. ‘The former contended 
‘hat the supernumerary oflicers were useless to the 
‘rmy, and that therefore an economical administra 


tion of affairs required their immediate dismission. 
The latter referred to official papers to show that 
these officers were all employed usefully to the Go- 
vernment, , 


A motion to postpone the subject for the present 
was negatived. 

Mr. J. R. Incersou. suggested an amendment of 
the motion made to discharge the supernumeraries, 
by the introduction of the word * useless” before the 
word “ supernumeraries.” 

Mr, Hace suggested that it should read “ super- 
'numeraries, being useless.” 

Mr. Apams inguired ifa further amendment would 
not be necessary, so that it might be determined who 
,was to decide whether the supernumeraries were 
useless or not. 


| ‘The amendment was negatived. 


_ ‘The Committee rose and reported that they had 
|come to no conclusion. 


| Trurspay, Marcu 28, 


| Mr. Dean, from the Committee on Retrenchment, 
|reported a bill to regulate the pay of the officers of 
the navy ; which was twice read, and referred. 

The amendment to the army appropriation bill, 
providing for the dismission from the army of the 
‘supernumerary second lieutenants,with three months’ 
| additional pay, was again discussed at leagth in 
|Committee of the Whole, the course of argument 
‘being much the same as yesterday, The amendment 
was finally adopted—yeas 84, nays 29. 

Mr. Tuomrson said he regarded this vote as an in. 
dex, that the committee were in favor, to some ex- 
tent, at least, of the report of the Committee on 

| Retrenchment; and inasmuch as that report proposed 
|a considerable reduction, and as those reductions 





could not be made in an appropriation bill, he hoped 
‘the bill would be laid aside, and that the bill (No. 
| 256) for the regulation of the pay of the army would 
be taken up. 
| ‘The bill having been read through, 
| The Caare directed it to be read by sections, for 
the purpose of allowing opportunities to offer amend. 
| meats. 
The first section was read; when 
Mr. Joun W,. Davis submitted an amendment to 
, abolish the office of major general. 
Mr. J. A. Buack obtained the floor; but gave 
| way to 

Mr. Wuire, on whose motion the committee rose 
and reported progress, 


Fripay, Marca 29. 


Mr. Simpson, from the Committee on Naval Af. 
fairs, made an adverse report upon the subject of dry 
| docks at Philadelphia and Kittery. 

Mr. Barrincer, from a minority of the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, made a report in favor of a ‘dry 
dock at Philadelphia. 


, Ordered, That the said reports be laid on the ta- 
le. : 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on tho state of the Union, and resumed the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations for 
the support of the army for tne fiscal year commenc- 
ing on the first day of July, 1844, and ending on the 
thirtieth day of June, 1845; the question pending 
being upon the amendment offered by Mr. J. W. 
Davis to abolish the office of major general. 

Mr. J. A. Brack was entitled to the floor. Re- 
form, he said, to be effectual, must be general, and 
governed by principles of justice and moderation ; 
and his anxious desire, in approaching this subject, 
was, while making reforms of essential importance, 
not to run into any extreme. The committee, in en- 
tering upon the investigation of the subject, found 
that it was within the power of the President of the 
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United States, of the Secretary of War, and of the | major generals and four brigadier generals, whereas 


commanding general, to exercise a very great range 
of discretion in regard to the emoluments of the 
chief officers of the army. This the committee had 
attempted to correct. Their object was to place the 
matter upon such a footing that the pay of those 
officers should hereafter be by stated salaries, and 
not by emoluments and perquisites; the allowance 
of which seemed to have arisen from the misfortune 
of the monthly pay being too iow. 

The salary system, in a time of peace, was pecu- 
liarly the proper system; and in time of war, witha 
moderate increase, would do very well, he was con. 
vinced, Whoun war came, it would be proper to allow 
to the officers rations for themselves and their ser- 
vants, and forage for their horses. This would be 
an increase of pay to a colonel of $500 a year, and 
to other officers in like proportion, and admirably 
adapted. to war service. On the return of peace, 
these allowances could be taken away, and the pay 
reduced to the rates fixed by this bill. He would, 
however, urge on the House, and especially on those 
who were anxious for reform, the propriety of stop- 
ping at a point which would effect a great and essen- 
tial improvement. 

There was one branch of expenditure which the 
committee had refrained from touching, and that 
was, the subject of quarters and fuel; but, at the 
next session of Congress, he should call on the Sec- 
retary of War for a plan of allowances for these 
articles, and endeavor to frame a bill to regulate 
them by law. Hitherto it had been thought better 
to leave this subject to the discretion of the Secreta- 
ry of War, inasmuch as an officer stationed at the 
North would consume more fuel than one stationed 
at the South. So it was in regard to the article of 
quarters, the cost of them being greater in one por- 
tion of the country than in another. So far as his 
examinations had extended, he was satisfied that it 
would be premature to fasten any system on the 
country which subsequent information might show 
to be an injurious one. If we succeed (said Mr. B.) 
in carrying through this bill, we shall effect an an- 
nual saving of upwards of half a million; and this, 
too, would not be the only advantage gained, for a 
reform would be effected in other particulars which 
would add greatly to the efficiency of the army. He 
was for trying the experiment, and he folt great con- 
fidence that it would work well. 

Mr. B, then proceeded to call the attention of the 


committee to the reduction of the pay of the enlisted | 


men from eight to six dollars a month; and said that 
this was one dollar a month more tian the soldiers’ 
pay before the war of 1812, and after the war, on the 
organization of the peace establishment. Besides, 
should a war break out, it would be necessary to 
raise the pay of the soldiers, and the reduction now 
would enable them to do so without being under the 
necessity of giving extravagant pay. In reference 
to the pay of the non-commissioned officers, Mr. B. 
said that, though it was reduced, it was considerably 
more than the hardy yeomanry of the country could 
earn at the plough, notwithstanding their compara- 
tively light service, and the allowance of rations and 
clothing and medical attendance. The committee 
had equalized the pay of the soldiers in the dragoon‘ 
artillery, and infantry; for they saw no reason why 
the dragoons should get more pay than the others 
as the duties they had to perform were not more on, 
erous than those of the infantry and artillery. Mr. 
B.,in conclusion, expressed his objections to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Indiana to abol. 
ish the office of major general, as in fact there were 
fewer field officers than a regular organization of the 
peace establishment would require. A regular or- 
yanization for our present foree would require two- 











there was now but one major general and two briga- 
dier generals. 

Mr. Joun W. Davis observed. that he had no per- 
sonal objections to the major general, but his sole 
design, in offering his amendment, was to promote 
the public good. He saw no earthly use for the 
office. If the major general was doing duty with 
the army, or commanding some military division, he 
should not object ; but he must express his disappro- 
bation of his being placed here as the military advi- 
ser of the Secretary of War, as some gentlemen 
suggested. Mr. D. referred to the differences as to 
relative rank which had formerly existed between 
Generals Scott and Gaines, and said he could not 
understand how the latter, whose date of service 
was long prior to that of the former, should have 
been placed under him. By abolishing the office of 
major general, there would be three brigadier gene- 
rals left in the service, and the difficulty as to rank 
would be done away with. 

Mr. Hae hoped this bill would not be embarrass. 
ed by amendments, for such a course would tend to 
jeopard it. 

Mr. Dean was opposed to any atnendment, or any 
act of legislution, which would reflect personally on 
General Scott. If any man had added glory to his 
country, it was General Scott, who had distinguished 
himself for his bravery and his gallantry in the field 
of battle. 

Mr. Joun W. Davis said his object in proposing 
his amendment was to place the army as it was dur- 
ing the Jast war. They had then several major gen- 
erals, who were not all equal in command, for they 
ranked according to the dates of their commissions, 
or some other circumstance which gave them prece- 
dence. They had been told that they could not get 
along without a head for the army ; but how did they 
get along during the war? ‘The gentleman from 
Ohio had told them, if they passed this amendment 
they would reflect personally on General Scott. He 
would ask, was it a reflection on General Jackson 
when he was legislated out of the army? Nor was 
this a personal reflection on General Scott. 

Mr. Dromaoote said there was no comparison be- 
tween this case and that of General Jackson: in the 
latter case, there was a reduction of the army, some 
of whom must necessarily be disbanded; but here 
there was no proposition to legislate General Scott 
out of the army because of a superabundance of 
officers high in rank, but to degrade him from the 
rank which he holds. If gentlemen desired that the 
office should be abolished, let them provide prospec- 
tively for its abolishment; and not degrade an hon- 
orable and high-minded officer, and drive him from 
the service. 

Mr. Apams said he felt called upon to say a very 
few words upon this amendment, for which he could 
not vote, not only on the ground which had already 
been set forth by other members, but also on one 
ground which had not been noticed. The gentleman 
who moved the amendment had assumed that the 
office of commander-in-chief was unnecessary ; but 
he presumed that if the gentleman were called upon 
to produce proofs in support of that position, he 
would find some difficulty in doing it. If the gen- 
tleman were to apply to the President of the United 
States for his opinion upon that point, he would not 
find him willing to declare that the office was use- 
less, ‘This he would find to be true, not only in re- 
ference to the present President, but every one from 
Mr, Monroe down to the present. When the army 
was reduced, in 1821, Genera] Jackson was legislated 
out of office because he was one of two major gen- 
erals ; but it Was never thought that there should be 
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He tho 
on the part of the House to determine, upon the mere 
opinions of one or two gentlemen here, that the 
office of major general was useless. With respect 
to the effect it would have on the present incumbent, 
he felt bound to say that he thought it would be an 
ill return for his great services, both in time of war 
and in time of peace. As far as related to the pay 
and compensation of the army, he thought probably 
he should feel bound to vote in favor of the report of 
the Committee on Retrenchment; and he would do 
so in consideration of the public interest, and not 
because his feelings would prompt such diminution 
of pay; and with respect to General Scott, he could 
say that he reeeived not one dollar more than he de- 
served from his country. 

Mr. Haratson said he had none of those feelings 
in regard to Generals Scott and Gaines, which some 
gentlemen appeared to have. Those gentlemen had 
shown themselves gallant on every occasion when 
the country required their services; and he would 
not detract from their well-merited reputation. He 
hoped that gentlemen would not suffer their opinions 
to be influenced lightly on this subject. It was as 
necessary that there should be a head officer of the 
army, as that there should bea head officer in any 
department of the government. But it was objected 
to because tho officer resided at the city of Washing. 
ton; and because, as gentlemen seemed to suppose, 
the office was a sinecure. He begged to dissent from 
this opinion. He thought Washington was the most 
suitable place for the residence of the commander of 
the army, that he might have ready communication 
with all parts of the Union. The time had never 
been when that officer refused to go in person to any 
quarter of the country where his services were requir- 
ed. He hoped gentlemen wou!d consider well before 
they consented to abolish an office which was so ne- 
cessary as that of commander-in-chiet of the army, 

Mr. C. J. Incersout observed that it was owing to 
tho gallantry and achievements of Genera! Scott that 
they were now enabled to sit there in safety, to legis- 
jate him out of office. He flattered himself that 
there was no danger of this proposition being adopt. 
ed; but he would entreat those gentlemen who were 
disposed to favor it, to bear in mind what the country 
owed to this distinguished officer. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Davis, and it was rejected. 

Mr. J. W. Davis then offered an amendment to 
reduce the pay of the major general from $350 a 
month to $250. ‘This amendment was also rejected. 

Mr. Coes objected to the salary system recom- 
mended in the bill, Ee was aware that the paymas. 
ter general and surgeon general were salaried officers, 
but they were wholly ditferent from the rest of the 
army; they were at the head of bureaus here in 
Washington, and not situated as other officers were. 
Mr. C. also expressed his objections to the bill that 
it would create inequalities in the compensation of 
officers. He would prefer postponing the bill till 
more information was had on the subject; and with 
this view moved that the committee rise. 

Messrs. Buack and Couss severally explained. 

The first section was then passed over, and the 
committee proceeded to the consideration of those 
that: succeeded, in which some verbal] corrections 
were made, on the suggestion of Mr. Brack of South 
Carolina. 

Some other amendments were proposed and ne- 
gatived. 

Mr. Tuomas Smitu proposed to add a proviso to the 
end of the 12th section, providing that nothing 
therin contained should bo so construed as to prevent 
promotions from the army. 

Mr. Hare deemed the proviso unnecessary. 

‘The amendment was adopted ; yeas 75, nays 40. 





ught tt would be rather precipitate action| Mr. Cores moved to amend, by adding to the 


fourteenth section the following: ‘And that all 
laws regulating or authorizing the appointment of 
forage and wagon masters be, and the same are here- 
by, repealed ;” which was adopted. 

Mr. Cotes also moved to amend the 15th section 
by adding “that hereafter no professor shall be ap- 
pointed except from the army.” 

Messrs. Cuinton and Brack of South Carolina op- 
posed the amendment. It was also opposed by Mr. 
|}Avams. He said he thought the appointing power 
'ought to have the whole range of civil life to choose 
from, and that a sort of privileged order ought not to 
be set up by confining itto the army. The amend- 
ment was rejected, 

The Committee rose and reported that they had 
come to no resolution, and the House adjourned. 





Saturpay, Marcu 30. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting copies of all pa- 
pers and correspondence in his Department relating 
to Lieutenant Braxton Bragg, of the United States 
rr ; which letter was laid on the table. [See page 
449.] 

Mr. E. J. Morris offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the report of the majority of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, adverse to a dry dock 
at Philadelphia, made on the 28th ult., be recommit- 
ted to said committee with instructions to report a 
bill making an appropriation for a dry dock at that 
port. 

The resolution was not received. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr, Wetver of 
Ohio in the Chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the bill to regulate the pay of the army, and tor other 
purposes. 

The sixteenth section being read, 

Mr. Cotes submitted an amendment to insert after 
the word “that” in the second line, the following 
| words : “when any staff officer obtains equal rank 
)in the line by promotion with his staff commission, 
he shall vacate the latter, and join his regiment or 
| corps.” 

On this proposition a discussion ensued, in which 
| Messrs. Cotes and Brack of South Carolina took 
_ part, when the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Brip.ack submitted an amendment, providing 
‘that paymasters in the army shall have the same 

rank and pay as quartermasters. 

After some conversation between Messrs. Brpuack, 
Hammer, Buiack of South Carolina, and Cuinca, the 
amendment was withdrawn, 

Mr. Perritr moved to strike out the 17t 
as follows: 

“ And be it further enacted, That a chaplain shall 
receive $600 per annum.” 

For which he proposed to substitute the words— 

“That no money shall be paid out of the treasury 
of the United States to any chaplain or chaplains.” 
| Mr. P. denounced the christian religion as unfit 
| for the army and navy, and contended that it should 
be taught to neither officers nor men. He objected 

to the employment of chaplains, further, as being 
unconstitutional and tending to the establishment of 
a governmental religion. But, if there must be such 
teachings in our army and navy, it would be cheaper 
to print and stereotype a number of sermons, books 
of hymns, and a liturgy, and supply them to our 
captains and commanders, to be read by them at pro- 
| per periods. 

Messrs. E. J. Morris, Hotmes, Hammer, J. R. 
IncersoLt, Harpin, and Wentworth, replied. They 
expressed their astonishment that sentiments so ab- 
horrent to the feelings of all civilized nations should 
have been expressed upon that floor, and could not 
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vote. 

Mr. Sreenrop appealed to the gentleman from 
Indiana to withdraw the amendment. 

After some irregular conversation, the amendment 
was withdrawn by Mr. Perrtrr, and the committee 
proceeded to the consideration of subsequent scc- 
tions, 

The 18th section being under consideration, 

Mr. Brencie proposed an amendment, by adding 
the words “ from an. afterthe Ist July next,” to fix 
that day as that on which the monthly payment pro- 
posed iu that section should coimence. 

On taking the vote on a question of order it was 
ascertained that no quorum was present. ‘lhe Com- 
mittee rose and reported that fact. 

A call of the House was moved, pending which 
motion, the House adjourned. 

Tuespay, Apri. 2. 

Mr. Hunt asked and obtained leave to introduce 
the following bill, of which he had heretofore given 
notice : 

A bill to amend the act entitled an “Act for the 
regulation of seamen on board the public and private | 
vessels of the United States,” passed March 3, 1813; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. C. Jounson, it was 

Resolved, ‘Vhat on Thursday next, at 2 o’clock, | 
all debate shall cease upon the bill making retrench- | 
ments in the army; and that the House shall pro. | 
ceed to vote upon the amendments (if any) to be | 
reported by the comunittee. 

The bill was taken up, the pending question being 
a question of order, which having been decided, 

Mr. Have moved to amend the 18th section of the | 
bill in the 17th line by striking out the word “six” 
and inserting the word “seven ;” so as to retain the! 
pay of the privates at $7 per month, and to prevent 
its reduction to $6, as proposed by this bill. 

‘The amendment was advocated by Messrs. Hace, | 
McDowe ut, Bower, Sampte, and ‘Tnomrson; and! 
opposed by Messrs. Biack, Parrerson, and Owen. | 

Mr, C. Jonson said he thought the amendment | 
which he was about to offer would reconcile all dift 
ferences. He moved the following: 

“hat one dollar per month be paid to each sol- 
dier who shall receive an honorable discharge at the | 
end of his term of service; and in the event of his | 
death, the same shall be paid to his nearest represen. | 
tative.” 

‘he amendment of Mr. C. Jounson was substituted | 
for the amendment offered by Mr. Hate, and was 
adopted, 

Mr. Parmenter then moved to strike out the whole | 
of the L3th section: not agreed to, 

Mr. Carrot moved that the following be added | 
to it: i 

** Nothing herein contained shall be construed to! 
affect the pay of any person herein named, during | 
the period of his present enlistment.” 

‘The proposition was objected to, and being decided ' 
out of order, was withdrawn. } 


' 
{ 


Some verbal amendments were made in the 19th | 
section, 

Mr. Have offered an amendment to put lieutenants , 
in the marine corps on the same footing, as to pay, | 
as officers of the navy, When at sea, he observed, | 
they lived in the same mess, and were subjected to) 
the same expenses as officers of the navy. | 

Atter a tew remarks from Mr. Brack of South | 
Carolina i opposition to the amendment, it was| 
rejected. 

Mr. Hotmes moved that the Committee rise ; re- 
jected. 

Mr. Tisparrs called the attention of the Chairmin 
of the Committee to the reduction proposod in the 








pay of the lieutenants, which he thought too much 


for this grade. By the 15th section of the act of 
1835 these otlicers were allowed an additional ration 
for five years’ service. He proposed an amendment 
to retain this allowance. 

Mr. Brack, of South Carolina, referred to the 
table of reductions in the report, which he explained, 
and contended that the proportionate reduction was 
not greater for this class of officers than for the 
others. The extra ration for every five years’ ser. 
vice had been given to all the officers; and the chief 
benefits of the section of the act to which the gentle- 
man referred had enured to the officers of the higher 
grades, 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Parmenrer offered an amendment to continue 
the same extra allowance to marines, as is granted 
by existing laws to seamen on foreign service for 
detention in service, after the expiration of the terms 
of their enlistment, This amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Have moved to amend the twenty-second sec- 
tion, so as to abolish corporal punishment for deser- 
tion. 

Mr. Howes asked if the infliction of punishment 
by stripes and lashes was not already abolished. 

Mr. Brack said that it was, except for the crime 


of desertion, which was now punishable by stripes 
jand lashes. ‘The section of the bill they were now 


on provided for the abolishment of that kind of 
punishmeut for desertion, and to substitute imprison- 
ment and hard labor. 

Mr. Hate said he understood that corporal punish- 
ment of some kind now existed in the army. His 
object was to abolish corporal punishment altoge- 
ther. He would agree to leave in the punishment 
of confinement and hard labor for the crime of deser- 
tion as it now was in the section. 

Mr. Ratrusun moved a further amendment, to make 
the term of punishment not less than one, nor more 
than five yeurs, instead of not less than three, nor 
mere than six, as in the bill. 

Mr. Sempre moved to strike out six years, and 
insert three. 

‘This notion was rejected ; and then 

The amendment of Mr. Kariusun and the amend- 
ment of Mr. Hae were agreed to, 

Mr. Cotes moved to strike out the whole section. 
Rejected. 

Un the motion of Mr. Vance, the Committe rose 
and reported progress. 

Mr. C, Jounson submitted a statement, showing 
the changes made by law in the pay, subsistence, 
forage, &c., of the officers, non-conumissioned offi- 
cers, and privates of the ariny, trom the year 1794 
to the present period, and moved that it be printed. 

The motion was ay reed to. 


Tuunrsvay, Apau. 4, 


On motion by Mr. Covzs, the rules were suspend - 
ed, and the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Wetier 
in the chair. ‘Ibe coimmittee then resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill regulating the pay of the army, 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. Hace offered an amendment to the 18th sec- 
tion, which was received and adopted by general 
consent, providing tnat the musicians, as well as the 
soldiers, shall have a dollar a month, in addition to 
their monthly pay of $6, retained for them, to be 
paid over at the end of their term of enlistment, 

Mr. Hoxtmes submitted the following amendment : 

Be it enacted, That hereafter no officer or private 
soldier in the army of the United States shall be 
compelled to atteud any public religious worship, 
Where the doctrines of the chuich to which said oth- 


cer or soldier way be attached are opposed tu sucia 
forin of worship. 
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“Kevenue Service. 
LIST OF OFFICERS, 





CORRECTED TO APRIL l, 1844. 





Captains. 


Name, Where born. Date of commission. Name of vessel. 


| W. Foster, Va., Mar, 


| H. D. Hunter, Penn., Nov. 
| W.W. Polk, 


Md., July 
A. Mather, 


Mass., Jan. 
Ga., June 


E. Jones, 


C. Currier, 
G. Walden, 
Li. B. Nones, Va., Dee. 
J. Sturgis, Mass., Dec, 
H. Prince, jr., Mass., Oct. 
J. Whitcomb, Me., Dee. 
G. Knapp, 
L. C. F. Fatio, Penn., May 
M. Conner, Penn., Jan. 


A. V. Fraser, N.Y., Feb. 


W. A. Howard, Me., Dec. 


R. Evans, Va., July 


Md., Nov. 


Mass., Mar. 


22, 1819, Forward, 
22, 1821, Woodbury. 
15, 1824, Ewing. 
25, 1825, Duane. 


Conn., April 4, 1829, Waiting ord. 
_R. Day, N. Y., June 


2, 1832, Crawford. 
4, 1833, Morris. 
2, 1834, Jackson. 


N.H., April 20, 1838, Sick. 
Me., Nov. 


2], 1838, Nautilus. 
14, 1838, Van Buren. 
14, 1838, Hamilton. 
24, 1839, Wolcott. 
9, 1839, Alert. 
15, 1841, Erie. 
12, 1841, ‘Tanev. 
19, 1842, Waiting ord. 
> Bureau at 
1, 1842, Wash’ton. 
19, 1842, Special duty. 
20, 1843, Madison. 


First Lieutenants. 


N. L. Coste, S.C., Jan, 
W.B. Whitehead, Va., June 
G. Moore, Md., Feb. 


‘Levi C. Harby, 8S. C., July 


4, 1833, Van Buren. 
11, 1834, Crawford. 
10, 1836, Special duty. 

- Reve. boai 

5. 1836, St. Mary’s. 


John J. Nimmo, Va., April 23, 1838, Woodbury. 


D. Ottinger, 
Thomas Sands, Md.,, Nov. 
T. Stoddard, Mass,, Dec. 
IF. Martin, N. Y., July 
S. Cornell, R. 1., Oct. 
J. A. Noyes, Me., Oct. 
J. McGowan, Penn., Feb. 
J. HL. Roach, Me., Feb. 
G, Clarke, 

J. B. Fulton, 


B. Digges, 
S. C. Foss, 


J.J. Morrison, 
C. Prouty, 


Md., Aug. 


Mass., Dec. 


Penn., Aug. 


Va., Nov, 
Va., Mar, 
J.$.S8.Chaddock, Me., Aug. 


N.H., Aug. 
Ga., Aug, 28 


6, 1838, Special duty. 
21, 1838, Taney. 
14, 1838, Alert. 
24, 1839, Ewing. 
24, 1839, Jackson. 
24, 1839, Special duty. 
17, 1841, Special duty. 
17, 1841, Forward. 
17, 1842, Nautilus. 

4, 1843, Morris. 
28, 1843, Special duty. 
28, 1843, Wolcott. 

§ Reve. boat 

28, 1843, Castine. 
, 1843, Madison. 
16, 1813, Hamilton. 


Second Lieutenants. 


S. Thatcher, Conn., Jan. 


G. Berryman, Penn., Aug, 


A. Burrough, N.J., Dec. 
Osinond Peters, Va., July 
J. Amazeen, N. H., Dee. 
W. Norris, R. L., Feb. 


J. Faunce, Mass., June 


|W. B. McLean, N. Y., Sept. 


Hl. H. Greene, N, H., Nov. 
J. L. Prouty, Mass., Mar. 
W. Pease, Mass., Mar. 


_C. W. Bennett, Del., Mar. 
J. L. Stull, Md., Mar. 


|W. M. Wilson, S.C., Mar. 
| N. Austin, 


R. I., Mar. 
J. M. Jones, Md., Aug. 
G. Hayes, jr., Me., Dec. 
J. H. Jones, Del., Dec. 
R. K. Hudgins, Va., Dec. 
J.T. Stoneall, N. Y., Dee. 


18, 1821, Sick. 

6, 1838, Erie. 

14, 1838, Morris, 

24, 1839, Van Baren. 

9, 1832, Madison. 
17, 1841, Wolcott. 

5, 1841, Forward. 
24, 1842, Woodbury. 
17, 1842, Hamilton. 

4, 1843, Duane. 

4, 1843, Van Buren. 

4, 1843, Special duty. 

Bureau at 

4, 1843, Wash’ton. 

4, 1843, Crawford. 

4, 1843, Nautilus. 
28, 1843, Jackson. 

16, 1843, Alert. 
16, 1843, Wolcott. 
16, 1843, Taney. 
20, 1843, Ewing. 
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J. A. Webster, jr., Md., Nov. 
J. Murch, Del., Jan. 
W.H. Brown, Mass., Jan. 
J. Hendren, Va., Jan. 
Va., Jan. 
E.C. Kennedy, Va., Jan, 


W.R. Pierce, Va., Jan. 
W. S. Bell, Va., Feb. 
C. L. Collier, Va., Mar. 
H. J. Benson, Conn., Mar. 
C.Saunders, N.C., Mar. 
B. W. Frobel, Va., Mar. 


C. F. Wood, Dis. Col,, Mar. 
H. Parmelee, Conn., Mar. 
K.S.Woodward,Conn., Mar. 


H.N. Tracy, Conn., July 


Third Lieutenants. 


17, 1842, Taney. 
16, 1843, Hamilton. 
17, 1843, Ewing. 
26, 1843, Ewing. 
27, 1843, Madison. 
28, 1843, Morris. 
30, 1843, Wolcott. 
6, 1843, Duane. 

1, 1843, Crawford. 
6, 1843, Erie. 

6, 1843, Jackson. 
6, 1843, Woodbury, 
6, 1843, Forward. 
7, 1843, Woodbury, 
1}, 1843, Nautilus. 


Reve. boat, 
20, 1843, Sack’s H’r, 


W. Handy, Dis. Col., Nov. 24, 1843, Van Buren. 


B. J. Kellum, 
Samuel Smith, Md., Dec. 
E. T. Hyatt, Pa., Jan. 


Va., Dec. 16, 1843, Taney. 


16, 1843, Crawford. 
5, 1844, Alert. 


LIST OF WARRANT OFFICERS. 


Pilots. 
Name. Place of birth. Date of warrant Station. 
R. Ryder, N. Y., Oct. 4, 1843, New York. 
H. Lewis, Mass., Oct. 11, 1843, Newport. 
I. S. Sanner, Md., Oct. 11, 1843, Baltimore. 
S. Church, Phila., Oct. 19, 1843, Savannah. 


J. Egan, Fi'da., Oct. 


19, 1843, Key West. 


J. Atkins, Me., Feb. 22, 1844, Portland. 
J. Davis, Del., Feb. 22, 1844, Delaware. 
Boatswains. 


J. Welsh, Ircland, Oct. 


J.J. Butcher, Eng., Oct. 
J. Kreuger, § Mass., Oct. 
s. Ward, R. I., Oct. 
J. Harvey, Eng., Oct. 


J. 8S. Williams, Md., Oct. 
J. Webber, Eng., Oct. 
E. Butler, Eng., Oct. 
A. W. White, Penn., Oct. 
J. Miller, Scotland, Nov. 
W. G. Foster, Eng., Nov. 
W. Austin, N. J., Dec. 


4, 1843, New York. 

5, 1843, Boston. 

5, 1843, Eastport. 
1], 1843, Newport. 
11, 1843, Delaware. 
11, 1843, Baltimore. 
11, 1843, Norfolk. 

19, 1843, Savannah. 
19, 1843, Presque Isle, 

9, 1843, Pitts’g stea’r. 
10, 1843, Morris. 


23, 1843, Oswego ste’r. 


Gunners. 


G. A. Booth, Ireland, Oct. 


4, 1843, New York. 


A, Jones, Mass., Oct. 5, 1843, Boston. 

J. Saddler, Me., Oct, 5, 1843, Eastport. 

J. Smith, Ireland, Oct. 11, 1843, Newport. 

W. Spear, Eng., Oct, 11, 1843, Delaware. 

W. Mears, Md., Oct. 11, 1843, Baltimore, 

D. Ross, Md., Oct. 19, 1843, Savannah. 

G. W. Smith, Md., Oct. 27, 1843, Charleston. 

J. Rankin, Ireland,Nov. 9, 1843, Oswego ste’r. 

M, Adams, N. Y., Nov. 9, 1843, Pitts’+ ste’r. 

B. Mitchell, Me., Nov. 20, 1843, Morris. 

H. Ward, N. Y., Nov, 29, 1843, Taney. 
Carpenters. 

P.C. Green, N.Y., Oct. 4, 1843, New York. 

L. L. Sopher, Me., Oct. 4, 1843, Portland. 


F. Gibson, Denmark, Oct. 
A. Winchester, N. S., Oct. 


L. Butler, Mass., Oct. 
W. H. Harley, Md., Oct. 
E. North, Md., Oct. 
J. P. Jarvis, Va,, Oct. 


T. Booth, Eng., Oct, 
A. M. Tarbell, Penn., Oct. 
EK. A. Patterson, Ga., Oct, 


5, 1843, Boston. 

5, 1843, Eastport. 
11, 1843, Newport. 
11, 1843, Delaware. 
11, 1843, Baltimore. 
11, 1843, Norfolk. 
19, 1843, Savannah. 
19, 1843, Erie. 

27, 1843, Charleston. 











LIST OF REVENUE VESSELS AND STATIONS. 


Alert, Eastport, Dist. of Passamaquoddy. 
Morris, Portland, Portland. 
Hamilton, Boston, Boston. 
Jackson, Newport, Newport. 
Madison, New London, New London. 
Ewing, New York, New York. 
Wolcott, Baltimore, Baltimore. 
Forward, Wilmington, Delaware. 
Taney, Norfolk, Norfolk. 
Van Buren, Charleston, Charleston. 
Crawford, Savannah, Savannah. 
Nautilus, Key West, Key West. 
Duane, Mobile, Mobile. 
Woodbury, New Orleans, New Orleans. 
Erie, Lake Erie, Presque Isle. 
REVENUE BOATS COMMANDED BY REVENUE OFFICERS. 
Veto, Castine, Castine. 
Active, Lake Ontario, Sackett’sHarb’r. 
Ingham, St. Mary’s, St. Mary’s. 
Mar. RESIGNATIONS, 
26—George Stoddard, boatswain. 
27—George S. Neath, gunner. 
- ——— 








ARMY’. 


GeneraAL ») HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
OrDERS, ApsuTant GENERAL’s Orrice, 
No, 13. Washington, April 2, 1844. 


A Board of officers will assemble in Philadelphia, 
at 11 o’clock, A. M., the 9th instant, to consider 
what alterations, if any, should be made in the quan- 
tity and quality of the clothing allowed by existing 
Regulations to non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
privates, and other enlisted men of the army. 

The Board will consist of— 

Lieut, Col. M. M. Payne, 4th artillery. 
Bvt. Major S. Ringgold, 3d artillery. 
Major Charles ‘Thomas, quartermaster. 
Bvt. Major W. Seawell, 7th infantry. 
Captain G. S. Drane, 2d artillery. 
Captain Lloyd J. Beall, regt. riflemen. 
By command of Major General Scott: 
R, JONES, Adjt. General. 

Corps or Encineers.—April 4, 1844, Ist Lieuten- 
ant George L. Welcker assigned to duty in the 
Engineer Department, as assistant to the chief En- 
gineer. 

3p ARTILLERY.—The resignation of Ist Lieuten- 
ant J. M. Ketchum accepted, to take effect on the 
30th April, 1844, 

The above resignation will give promotion to 2d 


Lieutenant George H. ‘Thomas, aud Bvt. 2d Lieuten- 
ant John Hillhouse. 








GENCY FOR CLAIMS AT WASHINGTON.—The Un- 
dersigned offers his services as Agent for Claims upon either 
of the Departments or Congress. 

Particular attention will be paid to the settlement of accounts 
of disbursing Officers, who may find it inconvenient to attend per- 
sonally ; especially those of the Navy. His experience and prac- 
tical knowledge will afford many facilities, 

Charges will be moderate and rm gulated by the amount elaimed 
and the extent of services required. Communications (post paid) 
will receive immediate attenuon, 

CHAS. DE SELDING, 
Office, Sixth-street, next to corner of F, 

References.—Commodore Charles Stewart, Commodore John 
Downes, A. O, Dayton, Esq., 4th Auditor, ‘lreasury Department; 
A. ‘I. Smith, Esq., Chiet Clerk, Navy Department; John C. 
Rives, Esq., Washington; John Boyle, Esq., Wasbington; James 
Hoban, Esq.,Washington; Chas. O. Handy, Esq., Purser, U, S. N.; 
John De Bree, Esq., Purser, U. S. N.; RK. R. Waldron, Esq., 
Purser U.S. N.° Sail, P. ‘Todd, Esq., Purser, U. S.N. 

Jan l—ly. 
MiLTTARY AND NAVAL MAGAZINE for three years— 
froin 1833 to 1836, six volumes—bound and unbound, for sale 
at a very reduced price, by 

Jan.19—1t 








B. HOMANS, 
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